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THE NAME GAME
 
DARR YL FRANCIS 
Hounslow, Middle sex, England 
In the February 1968 Wor d Way s, the very fir st issue, there was 
an article concerned with the naITles of pop groups. Not so long ago, 
we were looking back through the list of group names which had been 
presented in that article. Times certainly do change! Three years 
ago a naITle like the Mindbender s or the Boxtops may well have been 
au cour ant. But now many of the naITle S on that li st ar e about as 
amazing and as fre sh as the day before ye sterday' s newspaper. 
Many of the name s seem downright quaint. 
Accordingly, we felt that we ought to acquaint Word Ways read·ers 
with SOITle of the more esoteric group name s which are cur rently do­
ing the rounds. Even so, it' s a dead cert that within another three 
year s I time our Ii st will seeITl like sOITlething froITl a bygone era. 
That's how fast things change in the ITlodern ITlusical world. 
Here then is our list, mo stl y of American group s, though a few 
British ones have been thrown in too. 
Ae sop 1 s Fable s Fairport Convention 
Aorta FaITlily Tree 
Apple Pie Motherhood Band Fifty Foot Ho se 
Area Code 615 Fox 
Astral Projection Fr iend s 0 f Di s tinction 
Auto salvage Frijid Pink 
The Banana Splits Fun and Game s 
The Battered Ornaments Funkadelic 
Chicago Transit Authority Glass PrisITl 
Chicken Shack Good News 
Cir cus MaxiITlu s Gr affiti 
COITlfortable Chair Gr and Funk Railroad 
COITlffiOn Peopl e Great Speckled Bird 
Creedence Clearwater Revival Hapsash and Colored Coat 
Deep Purple Heavy Balloon 
Edi son Lighthou se illinois .speed Press 
Eire Apparent Insect Tru st 
Elephant I s MeITlory It' s a Beautiful Day 
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JCW Ratfinks 
Joyful Noi se 
Juicy Lucy 
Junior t s Eye s 
Kak 
Kasenetz- Katz Singing 
Orche stral Circus 
Kensington Market 
King Crirnson 
Led Zeppelin 
Love Sculpture 
Lt. Garcia' s M3.gic Music 
Box 
Mahogany 
Master s of Deceit 
The Music Explo sion 
New York Electric String 
Ensernble 
1989 Musical Marching Zoo 
1910 Fruitgurn Co. 
October Country 
Ohio Express 
Open Window 
Pacific Gas & Electric 
Pig Iron 
Quicksilver 
Rare Bird 
Rhinocero s 
Rose Garden 
Stained Glas s 
Stone the Crows 
St. Louis Invisible Marching 
Band 
Sweet Thursday 
Ten Wheel Drive 
Ten Year s After 
31 st of February 
Three Dog Night 
Three Ring Circus 
3' s a Crowd 
Ultirnate Spinach 
U. S. 69 
Van Der Graaff Generator 
Velvet Underground 
Vision of Sunshine 
Yellow Payge s 
Zodiac Co srnic Sounds 
The Chicago Transit Authority is now called just Chicago. 
Somehow, there seerns sornething pathetic about thi s seerningly 
never - ending race for wilder and weirder group narne s. How sirnple 
it rnllst have been back in 1956 when you could narne a group the 
Teen Queens, or in 1958 the Chordette s or the Teddy Bear s 0 r the 
Royal Teens. The se narne s from ye steryear wreak with an inno­
cence that is all too refreshing. 
Groups of the seventies, take careful note! 
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